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Drafting Date August 10, 2006 

Patent Office Examiner Kenji FUKUNAGA (3490 2G00) 

Attorney Mr. Takaya KOIKE (et al.) 

Applied Provision Paragraph 2 of Article 29, Article 29 bis 

The present application shall be recognized to be rejected on the following 
ground. It is required that the remarks, if any, be submitted within sixty 
days from the date on which the present NOTICE was mailed. 

GROUND 

1. Since it is recognized that the inventions defined in Claims of the 
present application is the same as the invention described in the 
specification or drawing(s) attached to the petition, as originally filed, of 
the following application (hereinafter referred to as the "earlier 
application") which was filed prior to the filing date of the present 
application and was opened for public inspection, published for opposition, 
after the present application was filed, and it is recognized that the 
inventor(s) of the present application is (are) not the same as that (those) of 
the said prior filed application or, at the time of filing of the present 
application, the appli cant ^ of the present application was (were) not the 
same as the applicant(s) of the said prior filed patent application, a patent 
cannot be granted thereto under the provision of Article 29-2 of the Patent 
Law. 

REMARKS (See the list of the cited references.) 
Earlier Application 
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1. Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-125370 (Japanese Patent 
Laying-open No. 2003-319043) 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected for ground 1 as based on earlier 
application 1. 

Earlier application 1 (see paragraphs 0027 0038, 0050, 0059-0067, 
and Fig. 1 in particular) describes mobile equipment (a foldable mobile 
phone 10) having a function of displaying 2D (two dimensional) and 3D 
(three dimensional) indications and having a first casing (an upper unit 30) 
and a second casing (a lower unit 20) linked by a linking portion (a hinge 
portion 13) to allow said mobile equipment to be foldable, comprising: 

a first display portion (a display portion 1 1) located inside with said 
mobile equipment folded, and selectively switching and displaying a 
two-dimensional image and a three-dimensional image; 

a second display portion (a sub display unit 19) located outside with 
said mobile equipment folded; and 

a control portion (a display control unit 114) operative in response 
to said mobile equipment being folded or opened (open or closed position) to 
switch an image in said first display portion and that in the second display 
portion. 

While earlier application 1 describes that display portion 1 1 is 
capable of displaying 2D and 3D images, the publication fails to explicitly 
describe whether sub display unit 19 displays a 2D image or a 3D image. 
However, the publication describes "... controls to display information 
having a minimum range on the sub-display unit 19 when ...is closed ..." 
(paragraph 0050) and M [T]he supporting portion unit 34 has an opposite 
face (a rear face) 34a, which is opposed to the display face, on which a small 
sub-display unit 19 is mounted" (paragraph 0038). From this, the 
Examiner considers that sub display unit 19 displays a typical 2D image. 
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Furthermore the Examiner considers that an image displayed when 
the mobile phone of earlier application 1 is in a state waiting for a call to 
arrive, as a matter of course functions as an idle screen. More specifically 
if the invention of earlier application 1 has display portion 11 displaying an 
idle screen in a 3D image, and the mobile phone is folded, sub display unit 
19 would as a matter of course display an idle screen in a 2D image. 

Thus claim 1 recites an invention identical to that described in 
earlier application 1. 

For claim 2, if the invention of earlier application 1 has the first 
display portion 1 1 displaying an idle screen in a 3D image, then as a 
prerequisite therefor it would be a matter of course that display control unit 
114 detects that the mobile phone assumes an open position and that as the 
idle screen the 3D image is set. 

2. It is recognized that, because the invention described in Claim(s) of 
SCOPE OF CLAIMS FOR PATENT of the present application could have 
been invented readily by a person having ordinary knowledge in the field of 
the art to which the present invention pertains prior to the filing of the 
present application based on the invention as described in the following 
publication(s) distributed or the invention as made available to the public 
through electric telecommunication lines in Japan and/or foreign countries 
prior to the filing of the present application, a patent cannot be granted 
thereto under the provision of Paragraph 2 of Article 29 of the Patent Law. 

Remarks 

LIST OF CITED REFERENCES 

(1) Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2001-136247 

(2) Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2000-102038 

Claims 1-4 are rejected for ground 2 as based on references 1 and 2. 
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Reference 1 (see claim 3, paragraphs 0014-0016, 0024, and Figs. 1 
and 2 in particular) describes mobile equipment (a folding portable 
telephone apparatus) having a first casing (a first case body 1) and a second 
casing (a second case body 2) linked by a linking portion (a hinge 3) to 
allow said mobile equipment to be foldable, comprising: 

a first display portion (a second display means 5) located inside 
with said mobile equipment folded; 

a second display portion (a first display means 4) located outside 
with said mobile equipment folded; and 

a control means operative in response to said mobile equipment 
being folded or opened (the case body assuming an open or closed position) 
to switch an indication of a screen on said first display portion and that of a 
screen on the second display portion. 

Furthermore, although reference 1 does not explicitly describe it, 
the Examiner considers that in a state idle to receive a call or the like the 
first and second display means 4 and 5 display an idle screen in a typical 
2D image. 

Thus when the invention of claim 1 and that of reference 1 are 
compared they are identical except the following: 

Difference 1 

Claim 1 recites allowing the first display portion to display 2D and 
3D images selectively switched, whereas reference 1 does not describe an 
invention so configured. 

Difference 2 

Claim 1 recites that when the mobile equipment is folded or opened 
an indication of an idle screen of a 3D image at the first display portion and 
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that of an idle screen of a 2D image at the second display portion are 
responsively switched, whereas reference 1 does not describe an invention 
so configured. 

Difference 1 will be considered. 

In the field of "displaying an image" it is a well known technique to 
selectively switch and thus display 2D and 3D images on a display unit, as 
described for example in reference 2 (see claim 1 in particular). 
(Hereinafter this technique will be referred to as "well known technique 1".) 

Those skilled in the art would have modified the invention of 
reference 1 by applying well known technique 1 to a main display unit, or 
the second display means 5, to selectively switch and thus display 2D and 
3D images on the second display means 5 and thus arrive at the invention 
of claim 1 to address difference 1. 

Difference 2 will be considered. 

When the invention of reference 1 with well known technique 1 
applied thereto has the second display means 5 displaying an idle screen in 
a 3D image, and the mobile phone is folded, the screen displayed is 
switched to the first display means 4, and the first display means 4 would 
as a matter or course display an idle screen in a 2D image. 

For claim 2, if the invention of reference 1 with well known 
technique 1 applied thereto has the second display means 5 displaying an 
idle screen in a 3D image, then as a prerequisite therefor it would be a 
matter of course that the mobile phoned control means detects that the 
mobile phone assumes an open position and that as the idle screen the 3D 
image is set. 

For claim 3, reference 1 (see claim 3 thereof in particular) describes 
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that the first and second display means 4 and 5 display identical contents, 
respectively. 

For claim 4, when the claim and the invention of reference 1 are 
compared, they are identical except for differences 1 and 2, as has been 
discussed above, and in addition thereto, the following- 
Difference 3 

Claim 4 recites that data for displaying an idle screen in a 2D 
image displayed on the second display portion is a conversion of data for 
displaying an idle screen in a 3D image displayed on the first display 
portion, whereas reference 1 does not describe an invention so configured. 

Difference 3 will be considered. 

In the field of "displaying an image" it is a well known technique to 
convert data for displaying for a 3D image to generate data for displaying 
for a 2D image, as described for example in reference 2 (see paragraph 0020 
in particular). (Hereinafter this technique will be referred to as "well 
known technique 2".) 

Those skilled in the art would have modified the invention of 
reference 1 with well known technique 1 applied thereto by applying well 
known technique 2 to obtain data for displaying an idle screen in a 2D 
image so that the data is a conversion of that for displaying an idle screen 
in a 3D image, and thus arrive at the invention of claim 4 to address 
difference 3. 



Record of Search for Prior Art Documents 
* Searched Technical Field IPC G09G3/00 - 3/38, 5/00 - 5/42 
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H04N13/00 - 15/00 
H04M1/00 

* Prior Art Documents 

Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2002-199463 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2002-171189 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2001-330713 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2001-251403 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 10-239641 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 09-102969 

This record of search for prior art documents does not form any 
grounds of rejection. 
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